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Undercroft at the Gold Coast Congress  

 
Clockwise: Armanda Torre, Jenny Bandy, Connie Coltrona, 

Debbie James, Helen Larsen and Chris Jenkins. 

 
The Most Improved Beginner award was introduced to Undercroft 
Bridge Club in 2014 for players who started the year as a nil master 
(excluding experienced players who have moved here from overseas). 

  
Robert Carter 

Most Improved Beginner 2015 
Sally Jowett 
Runner up 
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President’s Report  

Let me start this report by wishing you all a belated 
Happy New Year. Christmas seems a long time ago, 
here we are well into 2016.  

Each year at Christmas time we run a raffle to raise 
money for the 'Wheelchairs for Kids Charity', for 

which you the members donated many items. Leslie Smith sorted all 
these gifts into baskets and prizes and generally organized the raffle. 
There were lots of prizes, so lots of winners even though not everyone 
won a big basket of goodies. Well done all of you and a special well 
done and thank you to Leslie. Each year it seems we manage to beat 

the previous years raffle 
takings, and this year we 
achieved $980. The committee 
decided to round the cheque up 
to $1000 which Leslie and I 
presented to Wheelchairs for 
Kids. 

By now you will have all 
collected your 'Undercroft 
Bridge Club' 2016 Handbook in 
which you will see the calendar 
of events for 2016. 

All club competitions and red point events are listed in the yearly 
calendar which is issued just before Christmas each year, so no 
excuses if you miss out on a competition you particularly want to play 
in. Last year some members missed out on the Congress! 

However unfortunately there has been a typing error in the calendar, 
the 'Mid-Year Congress' is dated the 22nd April. THIS IS WRONG it is 
22nd MAY. 

A flyer has already been posted on the notice board not only to make 
you all aware, but as usual I like to make the membership aware that 
the entry list is soon to be published on the BAWA website, (a 
reminder for all) which is the only way you can enter the congress. 

 
David Cowell and Leslie Smith presenting 

cheque to Wheelchairs for Kids. 
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I would like to remind you all of some of the competitions coming up 
at the Undercroft. The 'Restricted Butler Pairs'. This is being held on 
Friday evenings 4th, 11th, and 18th March. This competition is open 
ONLY to those with 300 mps or less at 1st January 2016. 

The 'Summer Pairs' and the GNOT are both imminent, and are open to 
all. 

The club started the year with its first Red point event - The New 
Year's Pairs, held in January over three Monday evenings 11th, 18th 
and 25th. The winners were Allan Doig and myself, the runners up 
were Satish Bedekar and Anthony Eardley and in third place, Chris 
Price and Barbara Ainley. 

In Early January, Western Australia was ravished by some of the worst 
bush fires this state has seen for many years. The Lord Mayor of Perth 
launched an appeal to raise money for those townships and victims 
that were in need. We at Undercroft did our bit: the committee decided 
that the table money from the afternoon’s bridge on Saturday 23 
January would be donated to the appeal. Members were encouraged to 
pay the minimum table money of $4 with no maximum. From the 18 
tables in play nearly $1200 was raised. With further donations from 
members the final figure was $1322.55. I am proud of you all! 

A word about the forthcoming extension to be built on our clubrooms. 
The City of Joondalup, have set out to us the schedule of payments they 
require to be paid to them when the work commences. They are asking 
for the first payment to be made on 1st of October.  

This indicates to me that the building work will start around the 
beginning of October, this is yet to be confirmed and we will keep you 
up to date with developments. 

It wouldn't be right for me to write this report without saying thank 
you to all those at the club who help to make it such a successful club. 
In order not to miss anyone out, a Big Thank You to the Committee, the 
Directors, the Boards Dealers, to those that work in the office and 
kitchen, to the teachers who give the lessons and all those who help on 
Saturday mornings and to those who help with other supervised 
sessions, to the Recorders. Have I missed anyone …  Ah! Yes, Thank 
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You for coming along and making it all worthwhile. Let's continue 
making Undercroft Bridge Club one of the best bridge clubs around. 

David Cowell 

 

Annual General Meeting 

The date of the AGM this year is set for 
Tuesday afternoon 26th April at 4.00pm 

B R I D G E  T I P S  

The 1NT Response (the “Dustbin Bid”)  
A responding bid of 1NT is the only No Trump bid that DOESN’T mean 
a Balanced Hand. It simply shows a point count and says: 

 ‘I don’t have support in my partner’s suit’ and 
 ‘I don’t have a suit I can bid at the 1 level’ and 
 ‘I don’t have enough points to bid at the 2 level’ 

It’s called the ‘Dustbin Bid’ as it catches all those rubbish 

hands with 6-9 points where there is nothing else you can 
bid. Remember, you always bid with 6+ points. 1NT is your 
last resort if you can’t bid anything else. 

The 1NT Response after a Suit Overcall  

The 1NT response may be used after an overcall and still shows a 
weak hand, but the requirement does change a little.  

 The hand MUST have a stopper in the overcaller's suit. 

 The point range should be about 7-10 rather than 6-9. 
Why 7-10? Without the overcall, we must bid with any 6 point hand in 
case partner has maximum points (19 or good 18) and we might miss 
game if we didn't respond. After an overcall partner will still get the 
chance to bid again if strong even if we pass, so we now can pass with 
the poor 6-7 point hands. 
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Famous Bridge Players   
Trivia Quiz 

1. Which of the Marx brothers, known for his philandering ways and 
exaggerated Italian accent, was an avid bridge player off the set? 

A. Zeppo Marx 
B. Chico Marx 

C. Harpo Marx 
D. Groucho Marx 

2. What celebrity said: “Many games provide fun, but bridge grips you. It 
exercises your mind. Your mind can rust, you know, but bridge prevents 
the rust from forming.”? 

A. Woody Allen 
B. Katherine Hepburn 

C. Omar Sharif 
D. Barbara Streisand 

3. This late comedian was an avid bridge player. For several decades, he 
played daily at the Hillcrest Country Club. He said, 'Bridge is a game that 
separates the men from the boys. It also separates husbands and wives.' 

A. Milton Berle 
B. George Burns 

C. Jack Benny 
D. Groucho Marx 

4. From 1965-1970, this actor played in comedy television series 'Get 
Smart’. His role as a bridge player is less well-known although from the 
1990s onwards he ran frequent games at the Playboy Mansion (yes, 
Hugh Hefner plays bridge too!) Who is he? 

A. Edward Platt 
B. Richard Gautier 

C. Don Adams 
D. William Schallert 

5. He once proclaimed “Bridge is such a sensational game that I wouldn't 
mind being in jail if I had three cellmates who were decent players and 
who were willing to keep the game going 24 hours a day.” 

A. Steve Jobs 

B. Sam Walton 

C. Bill Gates 

D. Warren Buffett 

(Answers on page 10) 
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R e d  P o i n t  E v e n t s  W i n n e r s  
New Year’s Pairs Syd Noakes Throphy 

  

1st  Allan Doig and David Cowell 
1

st
 Carol Fensome and 

Joanna Tennyson 

  
2nd Satish Bedekar and 

Anthony Eardley 
2

nd
 David Burn and Nerilyn Mack 

  
3rd Chris Price and Barbara Ainley 3

rd
 Brian Kaye and Chris Price 
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B R I D G E  S T O R I E S  

A DEADLY GAME OF BRIDGE  

BOB HAMMAN of Los Angeles, one of the best players in the world, 
said, “The need to kill is absolutely necessary in order to be a player of 
world rank.” This emotional involvement has occasionally filtered into 
the living room. Daring the ’30s there was a famous case of a woman 
who killed her husband over a bridge game. The papers were full of 
the story and bridge expert Ely Culbertson was called to testify. He 
explained in all seriousness how the victim could have saved his life if 
only he had pulled trump.  

 

It is wisely said there are three 
activities a married couple 
should never attempt to 
undertake together: play bridge, 
hang wallpaper, or learn how to 
drive. The disagreements so 
provoked can all too often prove 
to be murder. Literally.  

The famous Bennett bridge 
murder occurred September 29, 
1929, and enlivened Kansas 
City, Missouri for years. John S. 
Bennett, age 36, a personable 
and prosperous perfume 
salesman, and his wife, Myrtle, 
were playing rubber bridge with 
Charles and Mayme Hofman at a 

tenth of a cent a point, family 
against family. Just before 
midnight the fatal hand was 
dealt by John himself: 

  ǂ A1063 
  Ǆ 1084 
  ǅ 4 
  ǃ A9842 
ǂ Q72 

 

 N  

W  E 

 S  

ǂ 4 

Ǆ AJ3 Ǆ Q94 

ǅ AQ1092 ǅ KJ763 

ǃ J6 ǃ Q753 

   ǂ KJ985 

   Ǆ K762 

   ǅ 85 

   ǃ K10 
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Bidding: 

North East South West 

Myrtle 

Bennett 
Mayme 

Hofman 
John 

Bennett 
Charles 

Hofman 

  1♠ 2♦ 

4♠ Pass Pass Pass 

Mr. Bennett opened the bidding 
with less than traditional values, 
and his wife took a shot (sorry 
about that) at game with a jump 
to 4 spades. West led the Ace of 
diamonds and shifted to the Jack 
of clubs. South won the K - the 
only correct play he made. He 
led the trump Jack. When 
Hoffman failed to cover he rose 
with the Ace. He led the spade 
10 and when East showed out 
he won with the king. 

The contract could be made if 
the trump queen was guessed 
correctly and dummy's long 
clubs were established. 
However, John supposedly 
misguessed the queen and lost 
three heart tricks to doom 
himself both figuratively and 
literally.  

Myrtle chastised her husband 
for being a "bum bridge player." 
This caused John to slap her 
several times and announce his 
intention to leave town. One 
taunt led to another and another 

until Myrtle jumped up, dashed 
into the bedroom, grabbed the 
family pistol, came back and 
shot John dead. 

During the trial some of the 
jurors became so intrigued with 
bridge they lost sight of the 
tragedy. Some learned to play 
between court sessions and 
asked for an expert to interpret 
the 4 spade hand. The famous 
Ely Culbertson was summoned. 

"Mr. Bennett overbid his hand," 
Culbertson announced. "Of that 
there can be no doubt, but even 
with this, so kind were the gods 
of distribution that he might 
have saved his life had he played 
his cards a little better. He failed 
to make a plan." 

Culbertson admired Mrs. 
Bennett's boost to 4 spades and 
said he would have made the 
same bid himself. 

The jury was swayed and 
brought in a verdict of 
"accidental death." Some 
months later a dazed insurance 
company had to pay double 
indemnity (She collected 
$30,000.00 from her husband's 
life insurance policy, which was 
a significant sum during the 
years of the depression.). 
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Mrs. Bennett continued to play 
bridge but encountered some 
difficulty finding a partner. 

She passed away in 1992 at the 
age of 97. 

One outcome was a joke - 
shooting a bad bridge partner is 
justifiable homicide - but a 
better anecdote came from 
Alexander Woollcott, when he 

followed up Mrs Bennett a few 
years later. Having made an 
impulsive bid, he put his hand 
down with some diffidence. 
"Partner," he said, "I'm afraid 
you'll want to shoot me for this." 

(Source: Bridge Murder Case -  

Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedia; The 

Bennett Murder - Bridge Guys) 

 

Q u i z  A n s w e r s  

1. Chico Marx.  

 

The eldest of the Marx brothers, born Leonard 
Marx and was nicknamed "Chico" as short for 
"Chick-o" due to his inability to resist a pretty 
face. He apparently lost lots of money off-set 
gambling on bridge, other card games, horses, 
and sports betting. His final on-screen 
appearance, was, oddly enough, on an episode of 
"Championship Bridge", a TV program showing 
people playing bridge, and hosted by bridge 
expert Charles Goren. Chico and his partner lost 
by a large margin. 

2. Omar Sharif.  

 

Omar Sharif once said. "Acting may be my 
business, but bridge is my passion." He was 
quoted as saying. "There was a point when I 
became too keen. It was obsessive. I would play 
all the tournaments. I would not make certain 
films if they interfered with my bridge schedule. 
I dreamt about cards. I was driven by the 
competition. I was good at it and I wanted to be 
perfect. But bridge is like golf; you can never 
achieve perfection. You get better, but because it 
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is a game of partnership there is no way you can 
get there. You need to perfect a system between 
you and your partner." 

3. George Burns 

 

An American comedian, actor, singer, and writer. 
He was one of the few entertainers whose career 
successfully spanned vaudeville, radio, film and 
television. His arched eyebrow and cigar-smoke 
punctuation became familiar trademarks for 
over three-quarters of a century. Even at the age 
of 100, he still showed up for his daily bridge 
game. For him, nothing replaces the thrill of the 
deal. 

4. Don Adams  

 

An anonymous story said: Don Adams played a 
lot of rubber bridge in the early eighties. One day 
his partner opens 1NT, it goes double, and Don 
bids 2NT. Don did not play this for the minors, 
and everyone knew it. The other players looked 
at him as if to say 'What are you doing?' Don 
knew he must have done something odd. With 
his best Maxwell Smart imitation, Don says 
'There are only five players in the country who 
know the meaning of my bid. Unfortunately, I am 
not one of them!'  

5. Warren Buffett  

 

Bill Gates couldn't convince Warren Buffett to 
buy a computer. Sharon Osberg, Vice President 
of Wells Fargo (in which Buffett owns over one 
billion in stock) as well as a championship 
player convinced him that if he bought a 
computer, he could play better bridge, as she 
could coach him in online games. 
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Diary Dates  2016 
March 
Wednesday  30th  7.15pm GNOT 

April  
Wednesday  6th, 13th, 20th, 27th  7.15pm GNOT 
Wednesday 20th, 27th  12.30pm Understate Masters 

May  

Monday 2nd  12.30pm Bridge For Brain 
Friday 6th, 13th, 20th  12.30pm Open Pairs/Club Champ 
Sunday 22nd  10am Mid-Year Congress 

June 

Wednesday 15th, 22nd, 29th  12.30pm Don Fraser Swiss Pairs 

 

 

There will be change of date to Ossie Trigwell 
Open Pairs to July 9th, 23rd and 30th. 

 

Committee Contact Numbers 
David Cowell (President) 9403 5552 David Coulter 9447 2444 
Alan Tolley (Vice President) 9447 4871 Helen Larsen 9402 0705 
Barbara Ainlie (Treasurer) 9300 0970 Graham Milward 9203 6362 
Margaret Melsom (Secretary) 9445 7124 Lyn Mol 9448 1779 
De’Arn Alexander 9382 2831 Bruce Penhey 9343 8866 
Beata Bieganski 9300 5460 Linda Reading 9447 9708 

 

Undercroft Bridge Club 
Percy Doyle Reserve 

Cnr Warwick Road and Marmion Avenue, Duncraig 
Postal Address: PO Box 41, Duncraig East 6023 

Telephone/Fax: 9447 3226 
Email: ubcinc@westnet.com.au 


